The Arthur Boschee and Evelyn Ball International Awards for 
Social Enterprise 

SAGE World Cup 2009: Winning Entries
First Place - SAGE Philippines
Title: Palm Frond Cement-Bonded Block (PFCBBP) Production

SAGE Team: Sultan Kudarat Polytechnic State College, Tacurong City, Mindanao

In search of an alternative that would arrest the rising cost of construction materials and to answer the environmental and health problems caused by palm fronds burning, palm frond cement cement-bonded block (PFCBB) was developed. This technology utilizes the inner portion of the frond as a substitute aggregate in fabricating concrete blocks while the cleaned frond is utilized as a substitute for plywood. PFCBB is best recommended for non-load bearing walls like partition walls, fences and pig pens. The technology was introduced in Barangay Kenram and the SAGE team trained over 100 male participants on the skills needed in the fabrication of PFCBB. The team also educated the residents on the environmental and health hazards caused by improper burning of the agricultural residue. 

These blocks are durable yet cheaper by 20 percent compared to commercial hollow blocks being used in construction. According to an August 15, 2009 article in the Manila Bulletin, Governor Teng Mangudadatu of Sultan Kudarat commended the team for winning the prestigious SAGE Philippines cup and hailed the invention as a breakthrough in construction industry whose benefit would redound to the people, especially the poor.

“Certainly, this invention of a new cement block which is lightweight yet fire-resistant, would eventually solve the problem on lack of shelter in the country plagued by high price of construction materials,” Mangudadatu said.

The governor said he would order the provincial engineering office to find out how to manufacture palm frond cement blocks and test it for a construction project in the province. 

To learn more about SAGE Philippines, please visit http://sagephilippines.org/. 
Second Place – SAGE USA
Title: Lifestraws & “Buy a Book, Save a Life”  
SAGE Team: Holy Angels Academy, Buffalo, NY
Our team wanted to continue to help people in the DR Congo through our Lifestraw project.  Lifestraws are personal water filters that remove 99.99% of bacteria from unsafe drinking water.  Approximately 6,000 children die each day because they don’t have access to safe drinking water.  Our goal is that through our efforts to obtain and distribute Lifestraws to places where they are most in need, we can help save a few of these children each day.

With the help of one of our Business Advisory Members, Dominique Bikaba, we were able to communicate with and distribute 100 Lifestraws to Boyungule Pygmy Village in the DR Congo.  Dominique personally delivered them and taught the people how to properly use their Lifestraws.  In return, we received several pictures of the villagers using their Lifestraws and holding small signs thanking us for providing the Lifestraws.
To fund our Lifestraw project, we’ve developed several businesses whose profits are used primarily to purchase and distribute them.  We’ve written and published two fully illustrated children’s books that sell with a marketing tag line of “Buy a Book, Save a Life”.  One story tells of a watering hole that becomes polluted and the negative health effects the unsafe drinking water has on the wildlife that rely on the water.  In the end, humans clean the water and the animals survive.  The other story is similar but utilizes a family of gorillas in the Congo.  Both books are available in paperback and now sell in three different languages.
In addition to our book sales, we market and sell hand made greeting cards using recycled materials, energy saving products such as compact florescent light bulbs and energy saving power strips, and aroma therapy bags.  Again, the majority of all our profits being used to purchase and distribute Lifestraws.

To learn more about Holy Angels SAGE, please visit www.haasage.wetpaint.com.

Third Place – SAGE Singapore
Title: TeeProject: Your Design, Your Style
SAGE Team: Singapore 1: Gryphons Inc.
As its name suggests, TeeProject is a venture that functions on the basis of printing and selling customized T-shirts.  However, TeeProject does not simply sell T-shirts, we sell identiTEEs.  As youth, we understand the desire to belong to a common identity.  By tailoring our business model to this specific market need, we’re carving a niche within the youth market that can be sustainable.
To enlist a strong social component to our business structure, we’ve engaged in a working relationship with the Muhammadiyah Welfare Home (MWH).  This is a home shelter where juvenile delinquents are transferred prior to being released to society.  We’ve learned that the youth in these homes experience low self esteem and often perceive themselves as a burden to society.

In an effort to assist in the juvenile’s transition, to help build their self esteem and to provide an opportunity for them to become productive citizens in our society, we decided to recruit such youth at the MWH to work with our design team.  We believe that these youth are exposed to the ‘cool’ fashion trends and are familiar with fashionable street wear designs.  For the juvenile’s, the opportunity to express themselves artistically while also contributing to their society not only help to detour them from vandalizing public areas with graffiti, but it demonstrates that their talents can be used in a positive and productive manner.  For our customers, they can use our online interface that allows them to create their own T-shirt designs by matching pre-designed elements created by the juveniles.
We are currently working with 15 teenagers from MWH, and with their help, we’ve sold a total of 780 T-shirts.  To learn more about TeeProject and to create and purchase your own T-shirt, please visit www.teeproject09.wordpress.com.
