The Grossman Family International SAGE Award for Environmental Stewardship 

SAGE World Cup 2009: Winning Entries
First Place - SAGE Nigeria
Title: From Waste to Biogas to Cooking Oil
SAGE Team: Jikwoyi Junior Secondary School, Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria
The overarching goal of this project is to promote sustainable environmental management practices in Abuja, Nigeria. Having identified waste management as a major problem in the FCT, particularly in the Jikwoyi-Karu-Yanyan areas, the students brainstormed ideas and came up with a waste-to-wealth business model. The result was the establishment of a neighborhood plant to convert biodegradable waste methane (domestic gas) into cooking gas. The team is now negotiating with F.C.T. administration to provide training on how best to implement this on a wider scale. The conversion of bio waste to gas has impacted over 3000 students of the school and has received favorable media attention. For example, the following passage was excerpted from TELL magazine, August 3, 2009, pp. 32-33:

Saidu Garba, the principal of the school, could not hide his feelings when he spoke to the magazine last week. He said SAGE was the best thing that had happened to the school in the last three years, stressing that the group had made the school famous as a skill-acquisition centre. Garba said poverty had been the major problem of majority of Nigerians, and saw programmes like that of SAGE as a feasible way out of mass poverty. Now a child who is involved in SAGE programmes and cannot further his education would not become a liability to society. He has something to fall back on because of the skill element of the programme.” He said that the programme had caused a change in the career choice of many of the students. Some of them now prefer to continue their education in vocational schools. Garba said the successes recorded by SAGE had encouraged teachers and educators to start campaigning for the inclusion of entrepreneurship skill acquisition in the secondary school curriculum for the benefit of all students.
Second Place - SAGE Singapore
Title: GreenDay
SAGE Team: 

Third Place – SAGE USA
Title: Smart Strip
SAGE Team: Holy Angels Academy (HAA), Buffalo, NY
The SAGE team chose the Smart Strip as the best product on the market to reduce energy usage and waste. They chose this product because it is the most advanced household energy savings product available, saving up to 73% of the energy used in a typical household by eliminating idle current. The Smart Strip also reduces a household’s carbon footprint while lowering it’s monthly electric bill.  Forty Smart Strips were sold, generating a profit of over $500. The profits were re-invested to buy inventory for the team’s Lifestraw social enterprise. The project received feature coverage on a local radio station, and also received coverage in the Buffalo News, which has the largest market share of any daily paper in the United States. 
